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HEALTH PORTFOLIO — PUBLIC–PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS 

934. Mr J. NORBERGER to the Minister for Health: 

My totally new and novel question is to the Minister for Health. What are the benefits of public–private 
partnerships in the health portfolio and what would be the impact on the state if they were terminated? 

Several members interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
Did members like that one? That is an excellent question I thought.  

I would like to refer first to my second-favourite former member of the opposition, Mr Eric Ripper, and what he 
said about public–private partnerships. I refer to the “Partnerships for Growth” document released by the then 
Treasurer Eric Ripper in 2002. In his foreword to the document Mr Ripper wrote — 

With Western Australia committed to the highest standards in education — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: This is what used to be Labor Party policy. It is not its policy now, I am sure. It continues — 

… committed to the highest standards — 

You guys do not understand that — 

in education, transport, health care, and law and order — 

Several members interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Mr Speaker, I am getting a constant barrage of interjections so that I can hardly think what 
I am saying. Can they at least tone it down, especially those from my right. 

The SPEAKER: Order, members! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: The foreword states — 

… the highest standards in education, transport, health care, and law and order, the opportunities for 
strategic partnerships with the private sector enter a new and exciting phase. This means that the 
Western Australian Government — 

A Labor government — 

recognises and will actively pursue PPPs as a way of delivering infrastructure and ancillary services — 

He goes on to say that in an environment of tight budgets, even small percentage savings can translate to large 
dollar savings in areas such as health and education. What is the current Labor Party proposing to do with the 
future health of public–private partnerships in this state? Paragraph 76 of its policy platform states — 

WA Labor will not extend any contracts for privatised hospitals or services.  

Paragraph 77 states — 

WA Labor will negotiate early termination of these contracts and return these hospitals and services to 
public ownership as soon as possible.  

There are four public–private partnerships in the system. The first is the Joondalup Health Campus. When 
members opposite were in government, having said that they were going to stop public–private partnerships, 
they negotiated to extend the arrangement at Joondalup. That was their first opportunity to not extend the 
contract. Of course, they were in the first government to introduce a contract to Serco in this state. Their 
Minister for Police went into negotiations and made a contract with Serco. We also have in the system 
Fiona Stanley Hospital, the Peel Health Campus and now the Midland Health Campus. When we get close to 
election time and the opposition and our Treasury are adding up the cost of election commitments, I hope the 
Labor Party will cost this commitment. 
Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Kwinana, I call you to order for the first time! 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, I call you to order for the first time. I have been quite lenient on 
a few people who are shouting out. 
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Dr K.D. HAMES: I hope that they will include this in the costing. The cost of cancelling all those contracts is 
up from about half a billion dollars. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I call you to order for the first time, and member for Kwinana for 
the second time. 
Dr K.D. HAMES: The cost is about a half-billion dollars up-front to get rid of those contracts, and that is not 
counting the savings to the public purse in those contracts or the cost of — 
Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I call you for the second time. 
Dr K.D. HAMES: That does not count all the costs of legal and transition fees or the savings the government 
would achieve over that period and all of the redundancy payments to staff.  
Several members interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Members opposite do not want to hear it, do they? 

Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you to order for the second time. Member for Warnbro, 
I suggest that you tone it down. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Members opposite so do not want to hear this that they try to shout me down every time 
I want to reveal them—particularly the failed leader of the Labor Party executive with a boss who was 
responsible for their loss at the previous election. They are so dominated by the left wing of Parliament, as we 
have heard from Mr Gray and Joe Bullock, that they choose a policy that is totally contrary to the interests of the 
people of Western Australia. It will cost $500 million at a minimum, and I bet they do not include it in their 
costings at the next election. 
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